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RUSTIC HOME

Spring tide

THIS PAGE The chairs in the 
sitting room of this joint-

owned West Coast holiday 
home were re-covered in a 
hard-working natural linen 

by Mark Miller Furniture and 
Slipcovers (021-433-0281), the 

African stools are from Seringa 
Living Gallery (011-325-2592, 

seringalivinggallery.com) and 
the baskets at the front door are 

from Weylandts (086-010-3400, 
021-425-5282, weylandts.co.za). 
OPPOSITE The haunting beauty 

of the West Coast informed 
the decor of the house. 

Stark West Coast simplicity is softened with candlelight and 
found treasures in Josie Hemingway’s shared weekend escape
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chance conversation in Cecilia Forest allowed Josie Hemingway to realise 
her dream of owning a house along the West Coast, just a 75-minute drive 
from Cape Town. ‘This area has been a favourite of mine ever since friends 

introduced me to it over 10 years ago,’ says the itinerant designer. ‘When they sold 
their cottage I tried to put a small syndicate together to buy it, but sadly we were 
pipped at the post.’

Josie, the force behind award-winning boutique hotel Hemingway House, which 
she sold some years ago, had been looking into the idea of shared ownership, a 
scheme that would allow her part shares in a portfolio of properties she couldn’t 
afford alone. The idea was instantly attractive to potential partners – Josie’s 
inimitable taste and sense for a superior way of life are apparent in this luxuriously 
rustic three-bedroomed house. 

The house, built from scratch with help from acclaimed architect Jed Kritzinger 
(currently working on Cape Town International Airport) and local builder Nico 
Leonard, exudes a sense of romance. It’s in a village that has no electricity, water 
or municipal services, so Nico and his team had to be creative in the construction. 
They had to return to an old-school way of working, and get their hands dirty. 

This simplicity is imbued in the spirit of the getaway. The L-shaped home is 
constructed around a central fireplace that divides the free-flowing living and eating 
areas. The main bedroom sits alongside the house, two guest rooms lead off a 
sheltered courtyard with an outside fireplace and there are two attic rooms for kids. 
Throughout the house candlelight is predominant – chandeliers in the main rooms 
are lowered on pulleys every evening for a communal lighting ritual.  

A

SLOW-ROASTED 
WEST COAST CHICKEN
1.5kg chicken thighs and drumsticks • 2T fresh 
thyme • 2T fresh flat-leaf parsley • 3 bay leaves 
• 5 cloves unpeeled garlic • 1.5T lemon zest 
• 350g tin chopped, peeled tomatoes • 200g 
baby Italian tomatoes • 1/3 cup red wine 
• 5 anchovy fillets • 1/3 cup kalamata and green 
olives • 1t sugar • sea salt and black pepper
Preheat the oven to 180ºC. Place all the 

ingredients except seasoning in a heavy-based, 

ovenproof saucepan with a lid or a casserole 

dish. Season, cover with the lid and bake for 

one hour. Remove the lid, increase the heat to 

200ºC and bake for a further 30 minutes or until 

the chicken skin is brown. Serve with creamy 

polenta, couscous, mashed potato or crusty 

bread with lashings of butter. Serves 4

THIS PAGE The sideboard in the kitchen is from Block and Chisel 
Interiors (011-442-0809, 021-712-5193, blockandchisel.co.za), the 

table cloth from L’Orangerie (021-674-4284, 021-761-8355). OPPOSITE, 
TOP The architecture and the ambiance dictated muted tones with 

the odd eccentric splash of colour. ‘I went for red, which I love as an 
accent,’ Josie explains. BOTTOM The strong stone wall is highlighted 
and accented by the contrasting lightness of the antique bench from 

Mandy’s on Main (021-762-0486) and the rustic seagrass mat. 
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JOSIE’S HOME TRUTHS 
I spring clean all the time. I’ve started a collection of 
friends’ paintings, only they don’t know it yet! I don’t have 
a most treasured piece of furniture – I’m the proverbial 
monkey in the mealie field, except I know that I can let 
go of something if I have to. I wish I’d designed one of 
Antoni Gaudi’s buildings or the Baobab Tree House on 
Chole Island, Tanzania. My secret talent is much ado about 
nothing! The soundtrack to my perfect weekend would 
have to be Mark Knopfler or Sting – ‘Water of Love’ and 
‘Field of Dreams’ are my favourite songs. Also the scores 
from Il Postino and The Piano. My favourite walks are 
El Camino de Santiago (legend has it that the remains 
of Saint James the Great are buried in Santiago de 
Compostela cathedral) and around Mnemba Island off 
Zanzibar at dusk. My desert island luxury would be a 
hammock. My design advice is never ever trust a paint 
swatch. My top tip for combining unusual pieces is don’t 
be scared – try to see things without listening to the voices 
in your head that scream, ‘You’re dead to style, moron!’

‘The architecture is simple but very strong,’ says Josie. 
‘The space needed to belong in the environment. We were 
adamant that it should sit comfortably in the landscape and 
we wanted to maintain the integrity of the surrounds and be 
authentic to the history of the area .... to give our owners a 
taste for the simple pleasures that surround them. We didn’t 
want to overwhelm them with architecture or the interiors.

‘The furniture had to have character and it had to bring out 
an ambience of an age and a long-forgotten lifestyle that helps 
to remind us of family holidays around the fire, games instead 
of computers, walks in the rain instead of sunbathing on 
umbrella-strewn beaches. It’s about creating family memories 
– collecting oddities that have been washed up on the beach. 
What some might see as a rather stark environment – with 
absolutely nothing to do – until you look closer.’

Josie, the perpetual traveller and collector, found most of 
the furnishings off the beaten track on her journeys around 
South Africa and abroad. Almost everything has a story: she 
found the oversized hand-painted red coral cushions on a trip 
to Nature’s Valley, the old grain bags that are made into floor 
cushions come from Frankie Ferguson’s shop in Montagu, and 
the enamelware from a roadside store in Dassiesfontein. 

It is this amalgamation of treasures and ideas, along with the 
stark simplicity dictated by the setting, that makes the space an 
immediate home. This was a challenge, considering ownership 
is shared and individual tastes had to be catered for. But 
overriding it all is the tangible sense that Josie herself adores 
the retreat, and anyone else would be hard pressed not to. 

‘Whatever is happening in my life,’ she says, ‘as soon as 
I come over the hill and see the view, my heart swells and I’m 
filled with a sense of a bliss and joy of being home.’ 
To find out more about Josie’s property syndicates, 

visit josiehemingway.com.

THIS PAGE, TOP Josie found the duvet cover on a recent 
trip to India and knew immediately it was to claim its 
place in the main bedroom. RIGHT Moving effortlessly 
from indoors to out, the wooden dining table on the 
veranda was custom-made by Wynberg Furniture (021-
762-3038). OPPOSITE ‘The bath is spectacular by fi relight,’ 
says Josie, ‘and yes, you do have to watch out that the 
curtain doesn’t catch fi re!’ The wood-burning Franco 
Belge stove is from Peter Long (021-794-6454).


